iSeries Integrated File System?

January Meeting of Members was

happening. I would love to have seen
Tom MecBride’s presentation on the
iSeries Integrated File System or IFS. I
thought that I would use this month’s
column to review the iSeries IFS and
remind all of us about what we have.
What other platform gives you access
to UNIX file systems, NT file systems,
DOS file systems, OS/400 file and
library systems and much more all on
one platform?! I don’t believe that we
take full advantage of this truly unique
and strategic feature.

Iwas out of the country when the

For example, object names within the
Unix-based file system (QOpenSys)
are case sensitive whereas object names
in the DOS based file system “root” (/)
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Within the “root” directory users will
normally create their own directories
and objects just like they would on
any PC drive. Under QFileSvr.400 you
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Think of the IFS is an umbrella under
which you have access to 10 different
file systems simultaneously. A file
system allows you to access portions of
storage that are treated as logical units
such as files, directories and libraries.
Each individual file system has its
own logical structures and rules. These
structures and rules may be different
from one file system to another.

Navigator, and via your
PC referencing a network drive.

In this column, instead of covering all
the different file systems I thought that
I would simply highlight some of the
aspects of the IFS that are most likely to
be useful to the majority of readers. Two
common ways to access the IFS from a
PC are via a shared network drive and
from iSeries Navigator.
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or NFS is used to access objects stored on
a remote NFS server. One of the newer file
systems is the Windows NT server file
system QNTC. Now iSeries applications
can access the same data as Windows NT
clients. The data is stored in stream files.

This has been a brief overview of the IFS.
For more information see IBM’s iSeries
library on www.ibm.com. 1@k
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