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eServer has IT all!

By Glenn Gundermann
Chair — TEC2004

“If you build it, they will come...”
Well, we’re building it!
And we’re expecting you!

'm talking about our 11th Annual

TUG Technical Education

Conference which will be held

April 20-21,2004. Our conference

every year has the most asked for
topics by the best speakers in the field.
As Beverly Russell put it: “superb
speakers + superb topics = a superb
conference.”

We are well under way and by the time
you read this, we’ll have had the third
of our TEC 2004 committee meetings
which happen every three or four weeks.
We have a great committee as usual,
comprised of thirteen hard working
individuals; Alkarim Sachedina, Bob
Lesiw, Dale Perkins, Ed Jowett,
Eveline Gaede, Ken Sadler, Leo
Lefebvre, Neil Andrus, Richard
Dolewski, Stephen Bingham, Vaughn
Dragland, Wende Boddy and myself.
Plus there are several key people
working in the background.

Every year we take it up a notch by being
innovative and introducing something
new. For example, we introduced our
CD_at TEC2002 that contained all of
the handouts for the entire conference.
Everyone still received the handouts
for the sessions they attended but the
CD svel everyone from lugging a very
huge binder. which used to contain all
of the handouts, arpund the conference
all gay. A TEC 20663, it Wis revamped
wills laml, a o4 mese conient with easy
to navigale links ancd au Mio-run.

We'me shll planmng all the exciting
things for TEL 2K but this much I can
share with you righi now — what would
you &% lg-@-lah giving vou hands-on
experience with the Iscst in technology?

We are working on having a two-hour
lab on both Day One and Day Two (most
likely in the mornings), at the IBM lab,
5 minutes away via a chartered bus. If
you’re as excited about this as I expect,
you’ll want to be one of the fifty people
on the bus!

Glenn Gundermann

We’re also planning on an Execulivi
Breakfast Meeting for Day One. Amnd
you thoughi you wauld be able to avaoid
your boss ai ik confzmence!

For our Amenican meaders, ot me sy a
couple of things vou alreads know. First
of all is'the maost obviows whantge
of your dollag You get mere bang for
your buck i here! Ewerylhing [mom
the conferemce e o hotcls and Food 18
more attractive il ¥du come up. Secondly,
Toronto is & beauliful city you just have
to come aril e, I’s the capital city aff
Omao with around 5 million poopke

The temperature during our conference
will most likely be in the 70s. To top it
off, our highway speed limit is 62.

One thing that mystifies me is why
we don’t have 1,000 attendees at our
conference. Education is similar to an
RRSP in that you should be making
regular deposits. What are you doing
for your iSeries education? Is it that you
or your company can’t afford the time
and/or money? I say you can’t afford to
miss it!

Some companies have an education plan
laid out. I know of one company that has
ten days of education per year for each
IT employee. These companies are not
the norm and it’s up to the individual
employee (YOU!) to do something
about it. You may want to take in the
RPG track to become more proficient
at programming. You may want to learn
ILE because for some reason you’re not
running ILE and everyone knows you
should be. Or you may want to take in
some WebFacing or WebSphere sessions
because your company isn’t doing it
right now but you want to see what all
the excitement is about.

On Day One, we’ll have our Vendor
Showcase for you to check out some
greal  i8eries  products and  services
Imom o various vendors. Lunch will
be provided so you can enjoy a relaxed
atmospliere while you are exploring the
Showease. The Showcase continues in
e allenoon and early evening with
our Hors docuvres table, Then an Din
Two, we'll ave a great kevide speaker
lor vou, and a lovely sit-dewn luneh. Sce
wou then! il

Glenn Gundermann is an indepen-
derd iSeries consultant and can be

reached at ggundermann@tug.ca or
(647) 272-3295.
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