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IBM Canada 
Takes iT on 
the Road
By Vaughn Dragland

F
or three weeks, 
starting Sep-
tember 27, IBM 
held a series of 

roadshow celebrations 
across Canada called “i 
on i5”, at which various 
customer “iVangelists” 
gave testimonials of their 
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success with the i5 platform, and watched 
live demonstrations of HMC, AIX, Linux, 
Windows integration, Webshpere Portal, 
IBM Director Multiplatform, Virtualiza-
tion Engine Console, IBM Access for the 
Web, and more — all running on iSeries. 
The kick-off in Toronto was followed by 
similar celebrations in Calgary, Cambridge, 
Edmonton, Saskatoon, St. John’s, Vancou-
ver, and Winnipeg. At each venue, cohost 
Kathy Gregson and Barry Pow treated 
attendees to special i5 cupcakes with blue 
icing. (Consensus was that Saskatoon had 
the best cupcakes...) 

The excellent live demonstrations were 
presented by Robert Schuster, Certified iSeries 
Consultant from IBM Rochester, via Internet 
connection to i5s in Minnesota. Each session 
concluded with a buffet lunch sponsored by 
Information Builders (Canada) Inc.

To cap off the events, at each venue, 
attendees were also able to witness the first 
inductions into the IBM Canada iSeries 
Hall of Fame. Inductees included IBM 
business partners, corporate customers, 
individuals, and LUGs, each of whom 
has made a significant contribution to 
the Canadian iSeries community in 
their own way. Of special note to TUG 
members is that The Toronto Users 
Group for Midrange Systems (TUG) 
was inducted, and commended for its 20 
years of unrelenting support for the iSeries 
platform. The list also includes a number of 
current and former TUG Board members. 

(See the complete list of inductees in the 
accompanying table.) 

Want more info? Check out this blog: http://
www-128.ibm.com/developer works/
blogs/dw_blog.jspa?blog=737. 

It is very gratifying to see IBM making the 
effort to reach out to its loyal supporters 
and show their appreciation in this way, 
and just goes to show that IBM Canada is 
indeed a “class act.” TUG will endeavor to 
keep you posted on further developments 
with the iSeries Hall of Fame, and future 
IBM iSeries customer-events.� TG

L-R: TUG Board members accepting the IBM iSeries Canada Hall of Fame 
award – Ken Sadler, Alkarim Sachedina, Stephen Bingham, Jay Burford, Glenn 
Gundermann, Bob Lesiw, and Léo Lefebvre; with Kathy Taylor Gregson, iSeries 
Advocate & Programs Manager, and Stephen Quan, IBM Liaison for TUG.

Barry Pow

Robert A. Schuster
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2005 IBM iSeries Hall of Fame Inductees

Calgary:
Brewers Distributor Ltd.
Robin Lynas, Mark’s Work Wearhouse
Eric Richer, Richer Systems Group
Kirk Chalk, Shell Canada Ltd.
Mike Powell

Cambridge:
Peter Paleczny, Able-One Systems
Kumar Rajendra, Aon Re Canada Inc.
Marie Sargent, Cambridge Towel
Central Ontario Information Network (COiN)
Eveline Gaede, Challenger Motor Freight
Beverly Russell, E.D. Smith & Sons
Nicolas Van Der Meulen, Guelph Hydro Electric Systems
Laura Ryall, Schukra of North America
Bart Maher, ATCO I-Tek
Bellamy Software

Edmonton:
Ken Collins, Connect Logistics
Terry Rhode, Rosenau Transport

Montreal:
Richard Sheppard, Canada Tire Inc.
Cascades
Petru Craciunas, Essilor Canada
Graham Rattray, Goodfellow Inc.
Simon Rousseau, Le Groupe Jean Coutu (PJC) inc.
Yoland Cote, Le Groupe Jean Coutu (PJC) inc.
Daniel St-Laurent, Metro Richelieu
Michel Saindon, Metro Richelieu
Michel Poirier, Oceanex Inc.
Present
RONA
Jean-Francois Brunet, RONA

Saskatoon:
Val Yuzik, Saskatchewan Blue Cross
Terry Dingle, Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation
Walter Seeley, The Co-operators

St. John’s:
Cathy Rex, City of St. John’s
Barry Parsons, Johnson Inc.
Marg Snow, Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro

Toronto:
Dave Lush, Ainsworth Inc.
John Pimenoff, Avnet Partner Solutions
Léo Lefebvre, International Clothiers
Daniel Duffy, Mid-Range Computer Group Inc.
Predrag Maric, Rogers Telecommunications
Toronto Users Group for Midrange Systems
Darcy Forde, Waterloo North Hydro Inc.
Philip Chang, Weekenders

Vancouver:
BC i/400 Users’ Group
Bill Osborne, HSBC Bank
George Snow, HSBC Bank
Kitty Brodie, West Coast Reduction

Winnipeg:
Min Lee, Buhler Industries
Barry Strahl, City of Brandon
Glen Linington, GHY International
Nigel Fortlage, GHY International
Rick Sunley, Loewen Windows
Manitoba Midrange Users’ Group
Jason Bergeron, Palliser Furniture


