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Why Are 
Sponsors 
Important?
By Jay Burford

R
ecently, TUG hosted our 13th 
Annual Technical Education 
Conference (TEC 2006). Once 
again, it was a very successful 

event with over 350 people in attendance, 
including paid attendees , speakers, vendors, 
volunteers, and the organizing committee 
members. A “round of applause” should 
go to all of them for their contributions 
to this winning event.

However, another group deserves a 
big “thank you” for their assistance to 
the success of TEC 2006. They are our 
sponsors. Why are sponsors important? 
These sponsors provided some of the 
funding and materials for the education 
sessions, coffee breaks, the Executive 
Breakfast, the Keynote Lunch and the 
morning continental breakfast. Why do 
they supply this support? They know the 
importance of on-going education for the 
IT community and they understand the 
value of TUG in helping to provide that 
education. 

Our TEC 2006 Sponsors
ASTECH Solutions Inc. — “ASTECH 
was formed in 1992 as an independent 
consulting firm 
dedicated to applying 
Advanced Systems 
TECHnologies to 
solve customer business problems. Building 
on this, since 1999 ASTECH develops 
and delivers IT training programs, most 
notably for IBM and its Business Partners. 
The focus areas for ASTECH Solutions Inc 
are: Education Services, Tailored Business, 
Consulting Services.”   (www.astech.com)

Challenger Motor Freight — “Challenger 
has the equipment, the facilities and the 
expertise to 
find the precise 
solution to any transportation or logistics 
challenge. From truckload shipments 
across the continent and into Mexico, to 

local same day service, to warehousing 
and inventory management Challenger 
is your one stop for shipping solutions.  
(www.challenger.com/cmf/main.htm)

i3 Tech Group — “i3TG was created to fill 
a void in the technical service offerings in 
Canada. To provide 
first class consulting, 
technical and PM 
services to all levels of business. We are 
an IBM Certified group specializing in 
AS/400 to i5 technical solutions. Our 
expertise ranges from OS400 software 
upgrades and hardware install/migrations 
to e-Business consulting. We will get you 
the right products, people and technology 
at the right price.”   (www.i3tg.com)

Systems Developers Group — “SDG (with 
an extensive background in SAP Warehous-
ing, Inventory Con-
trol, Manufacturing, 
Procurement, Trans-
portation, Business 
Warehouse, and FICO interfaces) focuses 
on SAP solutions for Supply Chain, order-
to-cash, manufacturing, and distribution.”   
(email: kennethsadler@sympatico.ca)

sofCast Inc. — “sofCast now offers the 
Decentrix Web Site Solution: a secure, 
centrally hosted service enabling you 
to create, modify, 
and manage a 
professional Web site, 
all from a Web browser. No need to hire 
or contract expensive technical and design 
specialists, no hardware or software to buy, 
no contract to sign: only a low startup 
cost, and fixed, affordable monthly billing.”  
(www.sofcast.com)

System & Method — “IceBreak is a most 
advanced, yet easy to comprehend server 
technology, which 
enables you to build 
Web applications on 
the IBM AS/400 (iSeries) server platform. 
You can even reuse your RPG coding skills 
and legacy code!”   (email: jac@system-
method.com) 

T. L. Ashford — “T.L. Ashford & 
Associates of Covington, Kentucky, is on 
the cutting edge of 
bar code software 
development for the 
IBM AS/400 and 
iSeries midrange 
computers. The company is particularly 
strong in the growing market for compliance 
bar code software that drives the supply 
chain.”   (www.tlashford.com) 

Finally, and most gratefully, we must 
thank IBM, the source of the System i 
technology, for their continued contribu-
tions to the success of TUG and in par-
ticular TEC 2006. 

IBM Canada Ltd. — “Why System 
i5 for your business? It’s simple. Because 
complexity is ex-
pensive, System 
i5 solutions pro-
vide reliable, highly secure ways to sim-
plify your IT and reduce cost, enabling 
you to invest in growing your business.”  
(www.ibm.com)

Thank You ALL for your support!  TG

Jay Burford is a member of TUG’s 
Board of Directors. He can be 

reached at jburford@astech.com.
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