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Who was that masked man?

Joyce Pangborn didn’t have to 
wait long to find out. It was 
her husband, Russell, galloping 
(well, almost) to the rescue as 

that famous outlaw of the old west, Zorro. 
The occasion was a surprise 50th birthday 
present for Joyce, fulfilling a longtime 
fantasy and helping a good cause at the 
same time. 

Joyce whooped in delight when she realized 
her husband was the man astride the horse, 
sword drawn, ready to carve out the famous 

“Z” on anyone who tried to stop him. 

“In past years she mentioned it would be 
neat to see me wearing a Zorro outfit,” 
Russell said. 

This story originally appeared in the Georgina Advocate (copyright 2000-2008 Metroland Media Group Ltd.)  
Reprinted with permission.

Russell’s  mother Vangie, a cancer survivor, 
was also in the crowd of laughing well 
wishers. 

“I charged my guests a small fee to pose 
for a digital photo with Zorro, proceeds 
to the Canadian Cancer Society,” Russell 
said — explaining, “My mom wasn’t 
supposed to survive cancer 12 years ago 
and beat the odds.” A group of TUG 
Board members also chipped in over 
$100 for this worthy cause. 

He said his birthday surprise for Joyce 
has “put a lot of pressure on all the other 
husbands in the neighbourhood” to 
come up with a similar stunt. (Is that the 
Batmobile?)�  TG

Zorro Rides to the Rescue
By John Slykhuis, Georgina Advocate

Zorro (aka TUG Director Russell 
Pangborn) was a birthday surprise for 
his wife Joyce, celebrating her 50th.

Va
ug

hn
 D

ra
gl

an
d


